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on the eastern slope which fascinates many visitors. Un/
pleasant restrictions used to deter those with a love of beauty
from going to Kashmir. Now, however, many of these have
been removed, and a tram journey to Rawalpindi followed
by a drive to Srmagar are amply rewarded. It is the custom
to go to the hill station of Gulmarg when the weather heats
up m June. Sportsmen find m Kashmir ibex, markhor,
Kashmir stag, ornal and black bears, and those who like
splendidly to dream on a river boat experience there a rapture
compounded of grand mountains and tender valleys. Here the
desert is at rest, and life is given over to peace and a luxurious
ease. Kashmir comes near to the Hindu vision of a motionless
bliss. Practical considerations have been soothed; the world's
queer pains are quenched m a caressing gentleness.
No traveller to Kashmir should miss climbing Takht/i/
Suleman (Solomon's seat or throne) a hill which seems as if
specially created for furnishing a view. Here he will be over
1,000 feet above one of the most beautiful valleys in the
world. He will see a circle of mountains whose ivory crests
suggest a titanic sea and whose tawny flanks frequently quiver
with the sweetest gradations of light and colour. If he is bold
enough he will see the ivory crests turn blood/red at sunset
and the tawny flanks sink gradually from a tender blue or a
coppery gold to a hazy lavender; later, they will be but vague
shapes in curiously trembling shadows. He will also see the
silver worm of the Jhelum winding along an enchanted land
whose numerous lakes are like the jewels of prodigious gods
Villages perch and snuggle; silken threads of smoke rise
occasionally; dark cedars contrast with the ilex and the birch
to form an exquisite natural carpet; gardens bloom faintly in
rhododendron and magnolia, and over all will be the sure,
strong calm of the god/guarded Himalayas.
Down to Bombay
Having glanced at the conditions in the extreme north I
continued my journey to Bombay.  The first half was hot and